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CHINA VISIT 

Statement by Minister for Education 
DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [12.08 pm]: Last month I led a delegation of 
vice-chancellors from Western Australia’s four public universities to China. The purpose of the mission, the first 
of its kind in more than a decade, was to strengthen important government relationships, promote two-way 
research collaboration and linkages between Chinese and Western Australian universities and to promote Perth 
as an educational and tourism destination for the Chinese.  

Education is now Australia’s third-biggest export earner and is a significant industry for Western Australia. 
International students from all education sectors contribute approximately $1 billion to our state’s economy. 
Over the past decade our share of the national market has fallen, making it important that we work to enhance 
the state’s attractiveness as a destination for international students. The long-term benefits of education linkages 
with China go far beyond improving our international student market. Successful two-way educational and 
research exchanges will help promote all facets of our relationship for the long term.  

In China my delegation met with key members of government, education officials and university representatives 
in Guangzhou, Shanghai, Beijing and Hangzhou. We also opened Western Australian education fairs in 
Guangzhou and Hangzhou. I hosted four Friends of WA functions in Guangzhou, Shanghai, Beijing and 
Hangzhou, linking education and tourism and reinforcing networks with senior business, university and tourism 
representatives, as well as alumni from Western Australian universities. 

I met with Tourism Australia’s regional general manager, Johnny Nee, and the chief executive officer of the 
Australian Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong, Deborah Biber, and was guest speaker at a special function in 
Shanghai to mark the tenth anniversary of the Approved Destination Status program, a bilateral agreement that 
allows Chinese tourists to undertake leisure travel in groups to Australia. 

Memorandums of understanding were signed with schools in Shanghai and Guangzhou to increase to five the 
number of schools in China that offer the Western Australian curriculum to their senior students. In Guangzhou 
the delegation met with the Vice-Governor of Guangdong province, Professor Song Hai, to discuss exchanges in 
education and training related to the 25-year liquefied natural gas supply contract signed in 2002. In Shanghai 
we met with the Vice-Mayor, Mr Shen Xiaoming, and discussed a possible forum to explore opportunities for 
joint research and student-teacher exchanges proposed to be held during the World Expo in Shanghai in 2010. In 
Beijing we met with the Australian Ambassador to China, Dr Geoff Raby; the Vice-President of the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences, Dr Li Jiayang; and the President of the Chinese Academy of Engineering, Professor Xu 
Kuangdi, to explore further opportunities for collaboration in research and postgraduate student exchanges. We 
also met with Mr Zhao Guocheng, the deputy director general of the Office of Chinese Language Council 
International, and Mr Li Jianmin, the deputy secretary general of the China Scholarship Council, about strategies 
to promote Chinese teaching capacity in Western Australian schools. 

In Hangzhou, in our sister state province of Zhejiang, we met with Mr Zheng Jiwei, Vice-Governor of the 
Zhejiang Province People’s Government, and Professor Yang Wei, president of Zhejiang University, to further 
the sister state relationship between Western Australia and Zhejiang province and to promote further 
collaborative research ventures. The delegation also participated in the final selection of the Zhejiang high 
school English language competition, which is a high-profile event in China involving about 250 000 students, 
with 25 winners being awarded a trip to Perth. 
 


